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and carrying on the work until the whole war-system shall be brought to a 
perpetual end, and its place supplied by rational, Christian expedients for 
the settlement of international disputes. Worcester wrote admirably well 
for peace; but, had he formed no peace society, the cause would have died 
out ere this, nor ever found " a local habitation or a name." It is not only a 
great work, but a work for ages ; and every such enterprise must, in order 
to its complete success, be entrusted to organizations that shall live on, and 
work on, from generation to generation, until the object shall at length be 
fully accomplished in the perpetual reign of peace co-extensive with 
Christianity. 



HOW THE GOSPEL STOPS WAR. 

The power of the gospel, when rightly applied for the purpose, to arrest 
the progress of war, and bring the most fiercely contending belligerents back 
to peace and amity, is strikingly illustrated in the following sketch : — 

The Rev. George Thompson, a missionary of the American Missionary 
Association to Western Africa, stationed at Kaw-Mendi, 100 miles south 
of Sierra Leone, and 50 from the coast, found his efforts to instruct and 
benefit the people greatly hindered by the war which was raging among 
the different tribes in the Sherbro country, and which extended far back 
into the Mendi country. This war had prevailed several years. The con- 
sequence was, that several towns were quite depopulated, the cultivation 
of the soil was almost abandoned, the people suffered sorely from famine, 
and multitudes were carried to the coast, and sold into slavery. The women 
and children were often obliged to go out in search of berries and fruits, to 
keep themselves from starving. 

Things went on in this way for more than a year after Mr. Thompson's 
arrival, the war rauing all around the mission. Meanwhile, he had been 
gaining the confidence of the chiefs and people on both sides. Mr. Ray- 
mond, his predecessor, who labored there some five or six years, had done 
much to promote a friendly feeling among the natives, always a prominent 
object with the mission. During the whole time, the mission premises had 
been considered as neutral ground, it being well understood that the mis- 
sionary there was a man of peace, and preached a Gospel which forbade 
war, and enjoined on all men to love one another. 

At length, Mr. Thompson assembled a large number of the chiefs and 
principal men at the mission-house, and spent several days in hearing their 
causes of complaint, and endeavoring to reconcile them to one another. 
They were all heartily tired of the war; but neither party was inclined to 
make much concession. However, by dint of arguments, persuasions and 
presenis, he succeeded in bringing them round, so that they agreed on terms 
of peace. This was a most joyful event to a people who had endured all the 
horrors of savage warfare for nearly nine years. 

But, as there were other tribes at a distance concerned in this war, Mr. 
Thompson found that, to secure the advantage already gained, and 
insure a general and permanent peace, it would be necessary for him to 
visit them. On the 13th of March last, therefore, he started on this be- 
nevolent errand, taking with him Thomas Bunyan, his interpreter, and five 
others. They made their way in a canoe up the Little Boom. After fol- 
lowing it for some time, they entered a fine large river, as wide as the Ohio 
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or Mississippi. This noble stream is called, in distinction from its tributa- 
ry, the Big Boom. They followed it as far as Tissana, a large walled town 
at the head of navigation. Here he was met by Braw, the principal chief 
on that side of the war, who had beard of the Christian religion through 
Bunyan, had visited the mission at Kaw-Mendi, and had long desired to 
have a teacher come to this country. 

" The town was full of joy," says Mr. Thompson, " at my arrival ; every 
face beamed with gladness ; and from all the country round, where the tid- 
ings flew as on the wings of the wind, they flocked to Tissana to get a view 
of the white man. For days I could do little else but content myself to be 
put up to public gaze, shake hands from morning till night, and hear their 
exclamations of wonder, and their thanks for my coming to their country to 
teach them." 

After a few days spent at Tissana, during which, at Braw's earnest re- 
quest, Mr. Thompson entered into an agreement to establish a mission 
there, he started, accompanied by this friendly chief, to visit the tribes on 
the other side. He passed through great dangers and hardships, from which 
his health suffered severely; but, after spending about two months among 
them, he had the happiness of seeing his labors crowned with success. 
Peace was established ; and great were the rejoicings among chiefs and 
people. "From day to day," says he, "I witness thrilling scenes; war- 
riors meeting and falling on each other's necks; chiefs, who have for years 
been enemies, now shaking hands, and embracing with the affection of long 
separated friends ; sisters, wives, daughters, long captive, falling into each 
other's arms with great emotion, sinking on the ground, weeping long and 
loud before they can be quieted. Now a chief's daughter is seen running 
to embrace her father's feet, refusing to be torn from her hold ; then a wife re- 
turns to embrace her husband and children ; while the whole town join in the 
cry of rejoicing. To witness such scenes, day after day, who could help 
shouting? I will rejoice with them, and praise the Lord." ***** 
" About one o'clock, we met in the Barre (Palaver House) again ; and two 
more interesting, enthusiastic, spirited, good-natured peace meetings I never 
attended. The ' king's mouth ' made a long speech, and thanked me very 
much — could not thank me enough — spoke again of the feeling which had 
long existed among them, that no colored man could stop the war — that un- 
less a white man should come to hold it, it could never be stopped ; but God 
had sent a white man, and they could not deny his word ; and added, ' We do 
not know how to express our joy and thankfulness at your coming.' " 

It would be easy to show, by many other examples, how the gospel, in right 
hands, may and will put a stop to war. We might quote the case of Schwartz, 
in India, and the personal influence in this respect of many other missionaries. 
We might refer especially to the Sandwich Islands, the only entire community 
brought in modern times under control of the gospel by Christian missionaries, 
and show how it has in their case annihilated the whole war-system, and 
made it impossible even for professional warriors from Christendom, French 
war-ships, to pick a quarrel with them, or get <ip anything like a real war. It 
is a theme so instructive, and so deeply interesting, that we may resume it 
in snother number. 

Now. if all Christians, or only all the ministers of Christ, had from the first 
exerted themselves with half the zeal and lact of this faithful herald of the cross 
in Africa, to preserve or restore peaee, might they not have averted more than 
nine-tenths of the wars that have desolated Christendom for so many centuries, 
and even put an end long ago to its entire war-system T If a single Christian 
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could so influence the rudest savages to peace, what might thousands of min- 
isters, and millions of private Christians, have done to restrain civilized and 
nominally Christian nations from mutual butchery, and keep them in perpetual 
peace and amity ! Alas ! that the disciples of the Prince of Peace have done 
so little in comparison with what they might and should have done, to arrest 
this terrible evil ! They now have all, and more than all the moral power 
requisite, if rightly used, to prevent the rise of any war in Christendom, and 
abolish forever its whole war-system. 

Nay ; the case before us shows how easy it would be for Christians, by a 
right and timely interposition of their influence, to keep, not only Christen- 
dom, but the whole unevangelized world in peace. If nominal or all real Chris- 
tians would just breathe the spirit of this devoted missionary, and exert them- 
selves as be did to arrest war, they might, without waiting for any millennium, 
or even for the lapse of a single age more, secure (o all the benighted and bar- 
barous peoples of the earth uninterrupted and perpetual peace. A fiftieth part 
of the money and moral power now wasted by Christendom upon her war- 
system even in peace, would, if properly used, suffice to secure this glorious 
result, a consummation over which all earth and all heaven might well unite 
in a song of jubilee. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S METHODS OF SAFETY. 

The desire of security against danger is an instinct of our nature common 
to all men ; but there are quite opposite means of gaining this end. Some 
trust in horses, and some in chariots ; but the Christian trusts in God. 
Safety is the professed object even of the war-system, and Europe is now 
bristling with four million bayonets avowedly for self-defence. The peace 
man, not less than the war man, desires security; but he seeks it in a dif- 
ferent way; and it is a fair question, which method is the most effectual f 
The war-method has for thousands of years drenched the earlh in blood, and 
kept its inhabitants under almost intolerable burdens of exaction, oppression 
and misery. Could a policy strictly pacific have occasioned one-tenth part 
of the evils which have confessedly resulted from this system ? 

Arguments for the safety of peace principles may be drawn from Scrip- 
lure, reason and history. The latter issupposed to be comparatively barren 
of illustrations, because the strict principles of peace have so seldom been 
put in practice even by individuals, or minor communities, and never by any 
nation as their avowed and established policy. Yet these principles have 
been tried in a few cases, and seldom, if ever, found ineffectual. If these 
are the principles of the Bible, we should expect the interposition of God's 
providence in behalf of those who, from a sincere regard to his will, dis- 
card the sword, and trust in him, and the better impulses of human nature, 
for their security against violence and blood. Such a presumption is justi- 
fied by facts like the following; and, if history were duly searched for sim- 
ilar cases, they would together form a curious and richly instructive chap- 
ter on the Providential Guaranties of those who trust in God for safety. 



